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 What have you to do with us?  This question is the one asked by the man with the 

unclean spirit.    His appearance surprises us.  He’s loud, He interrupts.  And he has our 

attention.  But something to notice, he does NOT have that effect on the people in the 

synagogue. Their attention is on Jesus because of his presence in the synagogue and his 

teaching. It’s like nothing they have ever heard before. He has authority. His words mean 

something. They make a difference. Even the man with an unclean spirit is shocked and 

intrigued by Jesus. “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us?”  
 

 The authority of Jesus fills not only the synagogue but each person there. And 

almost immediately the man with an unclean spirit shows up. The presence and the 

authority of Jesus draws out the presence of the man with an unclean spirit. Jesus has that 

effect on people.  His authority and teaching reveal the truth about the lives of those who 

listen to His words.   

 

 The man with the unclean spirit represents or is an image of the lives of all the 

people in the synagogue.  His uncleanness is not about personal hygiene, immorality or 

being bad.  Instead his presence “in their synagogue” describes the disease of their soul, 

of fragmented lives, and the many false voices within them. In looking at the man with 

the unclean spirit, they see themselves and they are astounded by the difference between 

the man and Jesus who has a clean spirit.  And what a difference it is! 

 

 The man with the unclean spirit senses the difference between himself and Jesus.  

It shows in the question, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  The man with 

an unclean spirit speaks not only for himself but for all those in the synagogue that day. 

He represents everyone who has ever experienced the brokenness of life. He is the 

spokesperson for all who feel disconnected from themselves, others, or God. He 

represents the human condition.  I think, behind his question is, the unspoken hope that 

Jesus would answer his question by saying, “I have everything to do with you.” Those are 

the words that can begin to put this man’s life back together. 
 

 Are we so different? I believe each one of us also hopes for that answer because 

we too have experienced some type of separation and brokenness in our own lives. 

Maybe we have felt isolated?  Maybe we have been trapped in grief or carried the burden 

of guilt? The truth of our lives often is revealed in the many images we try to show 

others. 
 

 At some level we all show images of how we want others to see us and how we 

want to see ourselves. Sometimes it’s as simple as saying, “I can’t go to the grocery store 

looking like this, my hair is a mess or I need to put on a clean shirt” or we smile and say, 
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“Yes, everything is just fine,” and quickly change the subject when the truth is we are 

hanging on by a thread and not sure how we’ll get through the rest of the day. We don’t 

want our life to be seen in its messy condition. 
 

 Sometimes, we use our images as masks to hide the truth of what our life is like 

and who we are. The tragedy is that they also hide who we might become.  We listen to 

those false voices that condemn; voices of guilt, grief, fear, anger, and judgment. They 

are voices that keep us in constant comparison and competition with others. The voices 

are never satisfied. We are never able to do or be enough. Every one of those is a false 

voice, the voice of the unclean spirit that separates us from God, from our true selves, 

from all that we love, and all who love us. 

As human people, deep down we long for intimacy and to be real but then the last thing 

we want is to be found out, to have someone see us for who we truly are and who we are 

not. So we put on a good front hoping that will gain us approval, acceptance, love. 
 

 We say the right things, act the right way, dress and behave the right way, even 

believe the right way, and all the while we are creating ourselves in the image and 

likeness of the unclean spirit.  Unfortunately, the images we put up keep us from having 

the very things we think they will gain us; things like intimacy, love, acceptance, healing, 

forgiveness, and authenticity. Still we hold on to those false voices, voices that 

collectively ask; “Have you come to destroy us?” 
 

 That is exactly what Jesus has come for. He has come to destroy to silence our 

false voices.  He casts out all our false images and ‘good fronts” and makes us people 

with a clean spirit. Jesus has everything to do with us. He stands before us as the mirror 

image of who we can become. There is no aspect of our life about which he is not 

concerned. He calls us into our true self, the one made in the image and likeness of God. 

He calls us back into the beauty and wholeness of our original creation. Today’s gospel is 

as much about calling forth as it is about casting out. They are two sides of the same coin. 
 

 The true voice and the true image are always present. Jesus is always present with 

us. That’s why the man with an unclean spirit can cry out, “I know who you are, the Holy 

One of God.” He speaks from a deep place of knowing. For every voice that denies our 

goodness and holiness and leaves us crying, “What have you do to with us?” Jesus says, 

“Shhh. Be quiet. That’s not who you are. You are mine and I have everything to do with 

you.  


